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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FLUSHING  

6524 N. SEYMOUR ROAD 
FLUSHING, MICHIGAN 48433 

810-659-0800  FAX:  810-659-4212 
 MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING    

DATE:  APRIL 10, 2017                                   TIME: 7:00 P.M. 
WEB ADDRESS http://www.flushingtownship.com   

 
MEMBERS OF PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chair - Jerome Doyle   Robert Gensheimer   
Vice Chair – Mark Newman        Donn Hinds  
Secretary - Ronald Flowers      William Mills    

                           Daniel J. McGrath, Board of Trustees Representative  
Joyce A. Wilson, Recording Secretary 

 
PRESENT:  Jerome Doyle, Ronald Flowers, Robert Gensheimer, Donn Hinds,  Daniel 

          McGrath, William Mills and Mark Newman 
ABSENT:  None 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Four (4) other individuals 
 
I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Planning Commission Chair 

JEROME DOYLE with Roll Call and Pledge to the American Flag. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  COMMISSIONER FLOWERS MOVED, supported by 
 Commissioner Hinds to approve the agenda as submitted. 
  
 THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  COMMISSIONER FLOWERS 

MOVED, supported by Commissioner Hinds to approve the minutes of the December 
12, 2016 Meeting with the following changes:  Page 4, the first motion by Commissioner 
Flowers should have read:  COMMISSIONER FLOWERS MOVED, supported by 
Commissioner Gensheimer, to approve the request of Mr. Dimatteo for a Special Use 
Permit for a 6’ x 2’ Ground Sign entitled “BOARDING” at 7462 N. McKinley Road to 
be built off the right-of-way, 10 feet inside the property line. 

 
 THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  None    
 
V.  NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Site Plan Review – Flushing Community Church of the Nazarene Expansion 
  Presentation by Doug Piggott of Rowe Professional Services 

http://www.gfn.org/flushing/index.html
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Doug Piggott was present to review the Site Plan and his Memorandum to the Planning 
Commission and Supervisor Thorsby regarding suggested requirements to the Site Plan.  
The memorandum is attached to the official minutes. 
 
Mr. Piggott noted four items that might be questioned:  The Site Plan Scale was 1 inch 
equals 30 feet and 1 inch equals 40 feet and the requirement calls for 1 inch equals 20 
feet.  Although, he pointed out the Site Plan was legible.  Also, there was missing soil 
type information within the site plan.  The Site Plan did not have a raised seal on it but it 
was noted the plans were digital copies and the final plan would have the raised seal.  
Also, it was not clear if the Genesee County Drain Commissioner form for soil erosion 
and sedimentation control plan had been approved as there were no county signatures. 
 
Mr. Piggott said the dumpster position was being moved, but dumpsters weren’t 
permitted in the RSA zoning district, so this was also an issue and the need to review the  
minutes from that meeting which was believed to be sometime in 2003.  Also, the off-
street parking space calculations were questioned.  There were two standards to be met 
for the parking and the church only meets one of the calculations.    Mr. Piggott said the 
Church could apply for a variance regarding these items. 
 
Commissioner Newman questioned whether the parking requirements were an industry 
standard or were they specific to our ordinance.  Mr. Piggott stated they were in our 
ordinance.  He further stated in the 1970’s, Genesee County had distributed a model 
zoning ordinance that many townships and cities adopted and these requirements were 
from that model which was perhaps 40 years old. 
 
Mr. John Costa, Architect for the project, spoke stating the approval of the original site 
plan in regards to the dumpster and parking had not specifically been mentioned in the 
minutes of that meeting.  He further stated the parking calculation, at that time, had been 
figured on just the seating part of the ordinance and not the square footage.  
Commissioner Newman stated a dumpster would be more advantageous for a church 
rather than individual trash cans. 
 
Mr. Michael Pifer of Kraft Engineering was present and he reiterated what Mr. Costa said 
about the parking.  The addition should not generate more attendees but more a lateral 
move to accommodate classrooms for children. 
 
It was suggested that Supervisor Thorsby obtain approval of fire and police requirements 
prior to meetings where Site Plans are to be reviewed. 
 
The Planning Commission discussed being able to review previous site plan approvals 
that had been done when the church was originally built and also for another addition.  It 
was suggested those minutes should be included in future discussions. 
 
The Planning Commission reviewed options to help the applicant expedite the Site Plan 
Approval process along including approving the plan with various conditions including 
obtaining a variance for the dumpster and required parking spaces. 
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Commissioner Newman moved, supported by Commissioner Hinds to approve the Site 
Plan contingent on obtaining a sealed final copy of the Site Plan, which should include 
soil type, environmental compliance with State and County, approval from Fire 
Department,  approve dumpster location and obtaining a variance in regards to number of 
parking spaces. 
 
Commissioners Gensheimer and Flowers moved, supported by Commissioner 
Newman to amend the motion to include enclosing the dumpster and getting approval 
from the Genesee County Road Commission as to the width of the driveway being 28 or 
30 feet wide. 
 
THE AMENDED MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS  - There were no public comments 
 
VII. BOARD COMMENTS – Commissioner Flowers questioned the process for rezoning 

for an individual who was present in the audience.  Mr. Piggott stated an application for 
rezoning should be submitted to the Zoning Administrator and then it would go to 
Planning Commission from there.  He also asked that election of officers be included on 
the next Planning Commission Agenda. 

 
VIII. NEXT REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING IS MONDAY, MAY 8, 2017 AT 7:00 

P.M.     
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
JEROME DOYLE, Chair 
 
 
___________________________________ 
RONALD FLOWERS, Secretary 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Date of Approval 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Joyce A. Wilson, Recording Secretary 
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